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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]
Recognizing Bias

	TEACHER NAME
Rhonda Homan
	PROGRAM NAME
Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]
Author’s Purpose

	NRS EFL(s)
2 – 4 
	TIME FRAME
90 minutes

	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	R.2.2
R.3.2

	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.2.1

S.3.1
S.2.3

S.3.4
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.2.3
R.3.3

R.4.1
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	R.2.9

R.3.13
R.4.9
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.

	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)
· The learner will be able to recognize bias in nonfiction.

· The learner will be able to distinguish between reasonable opinion and irrational prejudice with 75% accuracy using the Bias Meter.
	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Teacher observation of student participation.

· Student answers to questions.

· Bias Meter

· Exit Ticket

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE 
· The student should be able to read.



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Introduce the term BIAS by writing it and its definition on the board (a judgment based on a personal point of view.)
2. Display several statements, such as the following, on the board and have students identify them as objective or biased.  
a. Forcing us to go to the assembly program is really insulting. (B)
b. The bank was robbed of $2 million on July 19, 2013. (O)
c. The pitiful members of the defeated basketball team slinked to their bus. (B)
3. Ask students how you could tell the first statement is biased?  Were there any clues?
4. Ask student to consider all the factors they can think of that influence an individual’s thinking.  Offer them a model, such as the following, which is objective:
a. “Donna Florence is a grandmother who lives alone. Her two children live far away.  She works in a nearby shop.  She spends part of her free time helping at the neighborhood daycare center because she enjoys children. Donna sees a little child who appears lost.”
b. Ask, “What factors would influence this individual’s actions?” (her age, family situation, the fact that she has a job, her interest in children).

c. Have the students discuss the following question in small groups and share their answers and ideas with the class. “What other factors may influence a person’s thinking and actions?”
5. Distribute the handout Shut Up and Drive.
a. Tell students that we expect to find bias in editorials because writers use that form to express an opinion about a particular topic.  Read the editorial (in your group) and then do the following:
i. identify the writer’s opinion
ii. make a list of the ways in which the writer uses language to reveal her bias about this topic and to try to convince readers to feel the same way
iii. decide where you think the editorial would fall on the bias meter
b. Allow 10-15 minutes and then have groups share their findings and write them on the board.  Discuss where each group would place this editorial on the bias meter.
6. Distribute the hand out Choices and notecards with numbers 1-10 written on them.
a. Read through an excerpt.  Ask students to raise a numbered notecard showing where they feel the excerpt falls on the Bias Meter.
b. Discuss why the students held up the numbers.   What kind of words and phrases did the author use to indicate bias?
7. Close with a discussion about why it is important to be able to identify evidence of biased thinking.
8. Before students pack to leave ask them to hold up a card 1-10 indicating how confident they feel about their ability to identify an author’s bias.
	RESOURCES
White or chalk board

Dry erase markers or chalk

Student copies of Hang Up and Drive
Hang Up and Drive. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://thewritesource.com/studentmodels/ws2k-phoneed.htm
Student copies of Choice: The Choice of Language
Choices: The Choice of Language. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.criticalreading.com/choice_of_language.htm 
Index cards numbered 1-10 for each student

Student copies of the Bias Meter (attached)



	
	DIFFERENTIATION
· Arrange students in mixed-ability groups.

	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Bias Meter

Bias is a leaning in a particular direction or a tendency to think or feel in a particular manner. For example, Terri loves sports while her brother Ben spends his spare time playing his violin. If their school suddenly had money to build either a new weight room or new practice rooms for the orchestra, we can see that Terri and Ben would be likely to have differing opinions about how that money should be spent.

How we deal with our biases is important. Whether we have an argument with a friend, wish to prove a point to our family, write a letter to the principal or an editorial for the newspaper, we are expressing our opinion. How others feel about that opinion will depend upon

· how convincingly and respectfully we present the case for our opinion.

· how well we take into account the possible biases of our audience.

Even when we are not trying to convince others to see things our way, the manner in which we express our opinions affects the way others see us. Use the Bias Meter as one way to think about the way an opinion is presented.

THE BIAS METER*

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

	1-2
	· supports opinion with sound reasons/facts/evidence

· uses rational language to express the opinion

· respects the opinions/arguments of others



	3-4
	· supports opinion with some reasons/facts/evidence but also with unsupported opinions

· appeals to the emotions

· uses some emotional language

· may show some respect for a differing opinion



	5-6
	· supports opinion with few reasons/facts; relies mainly on unsupported opinions

· uses strong appeal to the emotions

· uses emotional language

· has little respect for a differing opinion



	7-8
	· relies on unsupported opinions

· uses emotionally charged words

· shows no respect for differing opinion



	9-10
	· relies on unsupported opinions and exaggerations/distortions of facts

· uses stereotypes/generalizations

· uses emotionally charged words

· insults those who differ


*Note: Objective writing does not appear on the meter because it expresses no opinion, takes no sides on an issue, shows no emotional involvement, and uses clear, unbiased word choice.
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